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One of the main challenges which some men with prostate cancer and their doctors 

face is how to accurately access lymph node involvement so that effective treatment can be 

accurately targeted in cases when the tumor recurs after initial treatment.  Current imaging 

techniques have limitations. It is difficult to assess very small tumor cell populations accu-

rately and some techniques give false positive results.  Several of the top medical oncolo-

gists in the U.S. who specialize in prostate cancer have recommended that patients go to the 

Netherlands where studies have been conducted with Combidex/Sinerem  by Dr. Jelle Bar-

entsz at Radboud University in Nijmegen.  In the Combidex procedure patients are injected 

with nano-particles of iron which are taken up in normal lymph nodes and can be seen as 

black on a subsequent MRI scan. Nodes that have tumor in them do not take up the particles 

and are gray or white. Dr. Barentsz has assessed approximately 1500 patients, many of 

whom have had follow -up IMRT radiation treatment that specifically targets the involved 

nodes.   

You may have seen in Prostate Pointers or read or heard elsewhere that Combidex 

is no longer available. Therefore Dr. Barentsz and a number of clinicians and researchers are 

very interested in finding a way to make Combidex ( or a replacement drug) available  again 

to patients, to finalize their clinical trials and ultimately to plan for clinical approval, not 

only in Europe but also in the U.S.   

A priority area for Us TOO is the advocacy of improved imaging for better diagno-

sis and treatment.  As a representative of  Us TOO, I will be a member of an advocacy team 

led by Dr. Barentsz along with other physicians and patient advocates who will meet with the 

company that has produced Combidex in the past.  We will be discussing possible next steps 

to further evaluate Combidex or a replacement for it.   

As a career cancer researcher and a prostate cancer survivor since 2001, my inter-

est in accurate disease assessment is both from a scientific perspective but more impor-

tantly from a personal one.   I was fortunate to fly to the Netherlands in October of 2008 

where I had a Combidex scan by Dr. Barentsz.  Information found with that scan was coordi-

nated with the U.S radiologist and the involved nodal area was targeted, along with other 

areas in the prostate bed.  The involved area had not been detected by any other imaging 

procedure that I had undergone.  

On August 20 - 21, Us TOO will be celebrating its 20 th  anniversary with a Sum-

mit and Symposium in Chicago.  On Friday morning of the two day event, there will be 

an Advocacy Summit. Together prostate cancer survivors, families, scientists, physicians 

and representatives from other prostate cancer groups will discuss a variety of topics criti-

cal to detection and treatment.  Plans for imaging advancement will be one of the topics to 

be discussed.  Registration information for the exciting two day meeting will be available 

soon.  I encourage you to attend the 20 th  anniversary event, share in the Advocacy Summit, 

and benefit from the knowledge and experience of top prostate cancer experts at the Sym-

posium.  ~ Dave Houchens , PhD 

 

 

 

 

 

IS COMBIDEX DEAD?  

*Editors Note -  

David Houchens is a member and Officer of the Us TOO Board of Directors. He serves 

as Treasurer and holds a seat on the Boardõs Executive Committee. www.ustoo/2010symposium  
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From Passion to Action -  Join Us TOO on August 20 & 21  

$240 SAVINGS  

IN YOUR  

REGISTRATION 

FEE: 

Includes round - trip 

airport shuttle from 

OõHare as well as 

four prostate healthy 

meals and  

Refreshments!  

All Chapter Leaders 

will be receiving the 

below Save the Date 

Card to distribute to 

your members.  

Start making plans to attend the  Us TOO 20 th  Anniversary Educa-

tion Symposium & Celebration ð òFrom Passion To Action:  Us TOO at 
20.ó The event is set for Friday and Saturday, August 20 and 21 at 

the recently -renovated Hyatt Regency OõHare in Chicago. As you will 

see from the event itinerary that follows, itõs shaping up to be a very 

impressive event featuring:  

¶ Some of the most respected industry thought leaders on the 

most relevant prostate cancer topics including screening, testing 

and treatment.  

¶ Engaging sessions with moderator, panel discussions, and Q&A.  

¶ Networking to share information, meet new people, and recon-

nect with old friends.  

¶ Inspiration from survivors and the positive impact of Us TOO 

over the past 20 years along with our vision for the future.  

Event attendees will include men and their families responding to a 

prostate cancer diagnosis or recurrence, local Us TOO affiliated 

chapter support group leaders and other volunteers from around the 

country, Us TOO International Board members and other leadership, 

interested medical professionals, supporters and collaborators from 

the non -profit and for -profit prostate cancer communities and any-

one who has had a special connection to Us TOO International over 

our last 20 years.  

Donõt miss the event that will recognize and celebrate our collective 

achievement, empower each of us individually, and help shape our 

mission moving forward. Spread the word and make your reserva-

tions early to guarantee your spot at the event at a discounted rate. 

Register online at www.ustoo.org/2010symposium   


